O—/IRRA VR T L Co—-Chu DECIEBADER

Using the Text Analysis System Co-Chu to Aid Composition Instruction
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Abstract: When teaching composition, it is important not just to point out mistakes, but also to understand
each student’s pattern of errors as well as those common among the entire class. Co-Chu, the corpus analysis
system being developed by the authors, lets researchers analyze data they have collected and allows metadata
tagging not only at the word level, but also the sentence level. We investigated the use of this feature to
analyze data collected from Japanese language learners’ compositions. In this experiment, we focused on the
use of transitive and intransitive verbs, tagging them at the word level, and attached metadata as comments to
accompanying words such as particles and auxiliary verbs. As a result, we were able to use Co-Chu’s search
feature to create a summary of how both individuals and the entire class used transitive and intransitive
verbs.
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